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NORMALIZING

THE GRIEF
Procedures to follow
after a student death

Administrators grapple
with student death

Howard Bailey, the vice president for Student Affairs,
notifies President Gary Ransdell of a student's death.

BY TAYLOR HARRISON
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Bailey and Ransdell each call
the family to express
condolences.

Bailey sends out a memo to
the registrar, housing, financial
aid and other appropriate
offices to notify them.

The student is withdrawn from
classes, and a refund is sent to
the family. The student's
teachers are also informed that
he or she has died.

Bailey sends a letter to the
family, informing them that
everything has been taken care
of and telling them to contact
him if they need anything else.
Upon invitation, the
Counseling and Testing Center
sometimes hosts group
sessions to help people
through the grieving process
after a student has died.
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TUE 61°/41°
WED 57°/46°
THU 66°/39°
FRI 54°/34°

Six WKU students died last semester,
and while fellow students, faculty, family and friends mourned loved ones, the
WKU administration had to move past
its grief to perform a larger duty. But
campus officials also have procedures
to follow upon hearing the news of a
death and have to think about how best
to handle the situation as it related to
the family, students and the university.
Howard Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs, said WKU doesn’t have a
particular policy dealing with student
deaths, but there are certain procedures
the university follows.
WKU does not notify other students
on campus about the death through an
announcement or email.
“If you didn't know who that person
was, I don’t think that serves any value,”
Bailey said.
When Bailey is notified of a student
death, he informs President Gary Ransdell. Then they individually call the student’s family to express condolences.
Ransdell said they want to reach out to
the families, and it’s also their responsibility to look after the best interests of
SEE PROCEDURE PAGE A2

Fraternity
coming back
to WKU
BY LEAH BROWN
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

Phi Delta Theta is making a return
to campus.
The fraternity plans to recolonize
their chapter, Kentucky Eta, at WKU
by this fall.
Ryan Schell, expansion leadership consultant, will be in DSU until March 24 conducting interviews
with men interested in rebuilding
the fraternity.
He and another consultant have
already met with an estimated 150
men.
Phi Delta Theta is looking for men
who want to redefine what fraternity means on WKU’s campus: men
who are involved, scholars, future
businessmen and leaders. They will
select between 40 and 50 men from
all different grade levels to build this
new chapter.
SEE FRATERNITY PAGE A3

WKU Store
experiences
major turnover
BY JOANNA WILLIAMS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Store finds itself with
three vacant positions as the semester reaches the quarter mark.
Shawna Turner, former director
of the WKU Store; Jim Sears, former
assistant director of retail operations for the WKU Store; and Lacey
Jackson, former marketer at the
WKU Store, no longer hold their
positions.
Sears and Jackson both put in
their resignations on Jan. 9 in two
separate letters, according to their
resignation letters the Herald obtained. According to the letters,
Jackson's last day would be Jan. 23
and Sears would be Feb. 10. Sears
letter was stamped as received by
Human Resources on Feb. 4, while
Jackson's had no stamp.
On Feb. 12, Turner was terminated from her position as director of
SEE TURNOVER PAGE A3

Corvette museum regroups, works to retrieve cars
BY KAE HOLLOWAY
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After a 40-feet sinkhole claimed eight Corvettes,
the National Corvette Museum had to regroup and
map out a way to retrieve the priceless vehicles
from the depths of this disaster.
“We live in a karst area with underground cave
systems,” Mike Murphy, division manager for Scott,
Murphy & Daniel, LLC, said. “We run across this on
a monthly basis.”
Scott, Murphy & Daniel is a local construction
company that has been contracted to assist in the
removal of the Corvettes and in the repairs of the
building.
The company estimates that car extraction alone
will take four to six days.
Murphy and team are currently working on securing the area in preparation for the car removal
process. It will take two to three weeks to stabilize
and secure the affected area.
All cars are insured by Chubb Insurance.
SEE CORVETTE PAGE A3

National Corvette Museum executive director, Wendell Strode said that
August is the target date for the sinkhole to be fixed. “All of us here at
the National Corvette Museum have emotional attachment to the cars,”
Strode said. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD
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students, friends and roommates who
are mourning.
“That’s just part of what we are as an
institution,” he said.
Bailey said now his calls to family
members occur after they’ve already
been informed of the death, but he
used to have to be the one to notify the
family.
“Before cellphones and emails and
faxes and all of that, if a student died
here in Bowling Green, I placed a call to
the family to notify them that their son
or daughter was deceased,” he said.
Bailey also sends a hard-copy memo
to appropriate offices on campus, such
as financial aid, the registrar and housing, which is done to close out students’
files and records.
“What you’re primarily trying to accomplish is, you don't want a family to
be getting mail and publications and
whatever on behalf of that student,” he
said. “You don’t want that kind of thing
going to the home.”
Freida Eggleton, university registrar,
said upon Bailey’s notification, the
registrar's office marks on the student
information system that the student
is deceased. The student is then withdrawn from his or her classes and a refund is sent to the next of kin.
Gail Ruble, administrative assistant in
the office of Student Affairs, said their
office notifies the student’s teachers
that the student has died.
She also said that the six deaths last
semester were the most she’s ever seen
in one semester since she began working there more than 20 years ago.
While these offices are notified, the
student body is not, so many students
might not know that a fellow WKU
student has died. Other universities
in Kentucky have varying procedures

FEBRUARY 18, 2014
Howard Bailey, vice president of Student Affairs

It’s not a part of my job that I enjoy. And every one of
those calls that I’ve ever made to notify the family are
etched on my brain.”
about notifying their campus communities about a death.
Like WKU, the University of Kentucky
doesn’t notify the campus about deaths
through any type of announcement, according to its spokesperson Jay Blanton.
Eastern Kentucky University has a
“business procedure” it follows when
it comes to a former or current faculty
member death, the university spokesperson, Marc Whitt, said.
“We will prepare and issue an email
that comes from the president’s office
to the campus,” he said.
Deborah Wilkins, general counsel at
WKU, said there is no policy or procedure about notifying the campus
of a faculty member's or a student's
death.
Wilkins said there would be no legal
problem with forwarding notice of a
death, such as an obituary, “as long as
you were either using something provided by the family or something that’s
in the public domain. I don’t think we
would want to go off and start writing obituaries for people, and then
we might mistake something, or leave
something out.”
Like WKU, EKU doesn’t send out notices of a student death, but Whitt said
the university has a memorial every
year in the spring to honor the students
and faculty members who have died.
This is something WKU doesn't do,
but Bailey said it has been discussed,
and he knows of other universities that
hold memorials.
“But we have been much more receptive to letting those that had relation-

ships with the deceased...memorialize
that student the way they want to,” Bailey said. “I think it has a lot more meaning when the people that knew the individual are involved in that.”
Bailey said if he were the parent of a
student who had died in September,
he’s not sure he’d want to come back
in the spring to hear his son or daughter’s name read from a list and be put
through the mourning period again.
“To carry them back through that
again for the benefit of the university,
I don’t think serves any healthy purpose,” he said.
Mark Hebert, the University of Louisville’s director of media relations, said
the university doesn’t send out campus-wide notifications of a death, but
it used to.
“In a couple of instances, it came
back to bite us,” Hebert said.
In one case, someone didn’t know a
person had died and found out through
the email, and in another, the family
hadn’t wanted a notification sent out.
“So there is a downside,” Hebert said.
Betsy Pierce, a staff psychologist at
WKU’s Counseling and Testing Center,
said the death of a student or faculty
member can be shocking, and the center would primarily want to remind people that it is always there for one-on-one
counseling. With an invitation, the center will also do group sessions at places
like residence halls or sororities to help
students deal with losing a friend.
“It doesn’t really shorten the grief, but
it normalizes it,” Pierce said. “It’s okay
to be sad. It’s okay to be not yourself for

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
a period of time. It’s okay not to feel up
to the normal stuff for awhile.
“I think one of the main things about
grief for any of us, anytime, is that there
is no time limit on it, and there’s no one
way to grieve,” she continued. “We all
do it in our own way.”
Karl Laves, assistant director at the
Counseling and Testing Center, has gone
to some of the group grief sessions.
“I’ve been on too many,” he said. “It's
just kind of recognizing the idea that a
death is going to affect lots of students
in lots of different ways.”
At the sessions, Laves said they talk
a lot about what to expect from grief
to make sure students aren’t scared of
their reactions. The sessions can be
questions and answers, but they also
give students a chance to share.
“A lot of times, students are ready to
tell stories about the person who died,”
he said.
Bailey said after a student death, it’s
important to accommodate the family.
“It does concern me....with all the
quick social media now, I really fear that
some parent’s going to be informed
through cellphone or Facebook before
they can be appropriately and officially
notified,” he said.
Bailey sends a letter to families after
everything is said and done to reassure
them that everything is taken care of
and to allow them to contact him if they
need to. He and other staff members
also attend the funerals when possible.
“It’s not a part of my job that I enjoy,”
he said. “And every one of those calls
that I’ve ever made to notify the family are etched on my brain. I remember
every one of them. The circumstances
around them, the time of day, time of
night. That’s not something you ever
want to have to do and...that’s not in
your educational training, to say how to
do that. It’s not something that I enjoy.”

WKUHERALD.COM
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Center works to spread financial literacy
BY MACKENZIE MATHEWS
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
After the Board of Regents approval
in July 2013, the Gordon Ford College
of Business officially created the Center
for Financial Success.
The college spent last semester developing the program to better its ability
to help students, faculty and, eventually, the Bowling Green community deal
with financial issues.
Andrew Head, director of the center,
teaches several classes on budgeting
and financial literacy. He was one of
the main components in founding the
center, and hoped to ensure opportunities for financial education and practical experience for finance students.
“I don’t think that people, necessarily,
fully grasp the implications for the rest
of these students’ lives if they don’t have
proper financial stability,” Head said.
The center provides financial learning through different forms. Peer-topeer counseling is available to students
suffering concerns with anything from
budgeting to debt. Head will also be presenting seminars on issues like managing credit, insurance and investing.
Head said economic problems are

common around the country, so the
responsibility lies in the schools to promote financial education across campus and the community.
“If we are, as a university, supposed
to be stewards of our community, we
need to help out in any way we can,”
he said. “This issue of financial literacy
and success has been lacking, and it’s a
unifying theme amongst Americans.”
The center hopes to expand to the
community with an off-campus counseling clinic available for anyone in need
of monetary advice. Upperclassmen in
the finance department would take part
in the counseling, in turn giving the students professional experience.
The finance department has also
been working with several high schools
to offer dual credit courses on personal
finance.
Christopher Brown, chair of the Finance Department, said it is important
to begin learning finance early, so students can deal with monetary freedom
when they get to college.
“I think the earlier you learn these
things the better, because when freshmen move from high school to college, you’re not around your parents
as much,” he said. “Then, it becomes

Andrew Head, Center for Financial Success director

I don’t think that people, necessarily, fully grasp the
implications for the rest of these students’ lives if they
don’t have proper financial stability.”
important that you make the correct
decisions.”
For the center, it is all about spreading financial literacy, which entails the
ability to make intelligent financial
choices, as opposed to emotional or ignorant decisions.
“Understanding the inflows and outflows of one’s financial life, not just
short-term but long-term, then understanding how to handle catastrophic
events, whether you need renters insurance, what type of car insurance and all
those pieces together will impact your
financial life,” said Jeffrey Katz, dean of
the business college.
Head has worked to create partnerships with Service One Credit Union
and the Financial Planning Association of Kentuckiana. Service One has

helped fund the student counselor program for the center, and Kentuckiana
provides professional development
seminars for students.
Head plans for the continued growth
of the center and funding from private
donors and grants. The resources will
go to increasing staff in the financial
success clinic and more regular presentations.
“Ideally, I’d love to have monthly — or
at least quarterly — seminars for anybody who wants to come and get free
information on basic and intermediate
and advanced financial planning concepts. A lot of people don’t have access
to it,” he said.
For more information on advising
and presentations, visit wku.edu/cfs or
facebook.com/wkucfs.

Professor’s new book delves into history of tobacco in Kentucky
BY TYLER PROCHAZKA
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM
It is not often that current and former
tobacco farmers and WKU students
gather together for the same event.
WKU folklore professor Ann Ferrell introduced her new book, “Burley:
Kentucky Tobacco in a New Century,”
to the Kentucky Live! series, a program
hosted by WKU’s library, last Thursday
at Barnes & Noble Bookstore.
Ferrell discussed the history of burley
tobacco and how farmers have viewed
the way tobacco production has
changed in Kentucky over the years.
“It’s about how farmers talk about
those changes,” Ferrell said.
Some major changes to the tobacco
industry in Kentucky include the Master’s Settlement Agreement (MSA) and
the tobacco buyout.
However, these changes to federal tobacco policies only scratch the surface
of the whole story, Ferrell said.
“Those are just the major public
changes with tobacco,” she said.
In order to fully explain the context
of these modern changes to burley tobacco in Kentucky, Ferrell gave context
to how it has evolved over time.
Some of the key elements of its histo-

CORVETTE

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

or four hours when this took place,”
Wendell Strode, executive director of
the museum, said.
Two of the damaged cars were on
loan to the museum from General
Motors. As a result, Chevrolet has announced it will oversee the restoration
of the damaged cars.
“Since we heard about the incident…
Chevrolet was trying to determine what

FRATERNITY
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“Greatness is a term that our organization loves to use and I would just love
to see this group be great here,” Schell
said.
The two consultants went to each
sorority and asked them to build their
perfect fraternity man.
Louisville sophomore Emily Wood
said she would like “a guy that doesn’t
let his fraternity define him and makes
his grades a priority.”

ry that Ferrell highlighted was tobacco’s
role in funding the American Revolution, and how burley tobacco had particular qualities that made it valuable in
tobacco product manufacturing.
At one time Kentucky was the largest
tobacco producer in the United States,
however this ended in the twentieth
century.
“North Carolina surpassed Kentucky
in 1929 and has remained the largest
tobacco producing state,” Ferrell said.
It was also during the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries that the
modern tobacco industry was being
formed, including the introduction of
Camel brand cigarettes in 1917.
According to Ferrell, the periods during World War I and World War II saw significant spikes in tobacco consumption.
“War is very central to tobacco history,” Ferrell said.
The New Deal period also led to the
creation of the federal tobacco program, which instituted a quota on the
amount of tobacco that could be grown
on a farm, in exchange for price support from the federal government during tobacco auctions.
This program ended with the tobacco
buyout in 2004, which effectively created a free market system in tobacco,

Ferrell said.
“The buyout meant the end of the
auction system,” she said.
The transition payments to tobacco
farmers in the tobacco buyout, paid for
by funds from the tobacco industry, are
ending this year.
According to Ferrell, another major
turning point was the MSA in the 90s.
The MSA was between 46 state attorney generals and the tobacco industry.
The tobacco industry reimbursed the
states for tobacco’s strain on the states’
medical systems due to the health risks
associated with tobacco.
The health risks associated was first
majorly recognized after the US Surgeon General in 1964 publicized the
connection between smoking and cancer. This change in public perception
led many tobacco farmers to feel their
industry was stigmatized.
“Symbolically they’ve been made to
feel criminal,” Ferrell said.
With the upheavals in the tobacco industry, Kentucky has seen the percentage of tobacco farmers drop from its
peak in 1959 at 80 percent, to its current
low of ten percent in 2007.
Some farmers have attempted to
transition out of tobacco into different
crops, with varying degrees of success.

“I have heard many stories about
failed diversification attempts,” Ferrell
said.
The culture surrounding tobacco has
also changed. In the past, tobacco production in Kentucky was a family affair.
“It was hard work, but it provided a
lot of good memories with the family,”
Ferrell said.
Some of the changes, such as the
switch to bailing tobacco, was not always welcome by tobacco farmers or
others in the industry.
“There was resistance,” Ferrell said.
The so-called “Tobacco Man,” which
is the romanticized view of men involved in tobacco farming, is also going
out of style.
“The days of the ‘Tobacco Man’ are
seen as going out, or already gone,”
Ferrell said.
Even with the dramatic transition to a
free market approach in tobacco, Ferrell said the tobacco industry has maintained a robust presence in Kentucky
and beyond.
“Even in this riskier free market environment, tobacco continues to make
sense for some farmers,” Ferrell said.
More information on the book can be
found on Facebook and http://burleythebook.com.

we could really do to lend assistance to
the Corvette Museum,” Jeff Lamarche,
plant manager for the Corvette Assembly Plant, said.
Lamarche said it became clear that
the best way to help would be for Chevrolet to lend its technology and resources to restore the cars.
“We know that these cars represent
significant milestones,” he said.
Museum members and Corvette aficionados alike have flooded the museum with requests to help in any way
possible.

“I probably have seven or eight
hundred emails from folks saying
their thoughts and prayers are with
us, that they’ll make a donation to
help with things — they’re thinking of us,” Strode said. “They’ve really reached out and said ‘let us know
what we can do.’”
It is the goal of the museum to have
all structural repairs done in time for
the 20th Anniversary Celebration over
Labor Day weekend.
The festivities will coincide with
the grand opening of the NCM

Motorsports Park, a new driving
track that will host various car and
motorcycle-related organizations.
The track will be located across the
street from the National Corvette
Museum.
“We will have a two-mile track, a
one-mile track, a combined threemile track, a 21-acre paved area…
and that’s what’s under construction,”
Strode said.
Registration for the celebration and
grand opening of the track has already
begun.

In order to reach non-Greek men, the
consultants asked the sorority women
to send in referrals. The sorority who
sends in the most referrals will receive
cash donated to their philanthropy,
and a social event with Phi Delta Theta
in the fall.
Phi Delta Theta left WKU in 2012 after
being on campus for 46 years.
Schell said the chapter never intended on leaving. The organization has
high standards for its members and the
previous group was not meeting those
standards. He said they wanted to take
a step back and restart the group in a

different way.
“We really believe that being at
Western is something that’s good for
our organization and our organization being at Western is good for the
university and community,” Schell
said.
Phi Delta Theta currently has four
other chapters at universities in Kentucky: Eastern Kentucky University,
Centre College, University of Kentucky
and University of Louisville.
“Everyone’s pretty excited,” Phi Delta
Theta alum Max Haupt said. "We’ve got
a lot to look forward to.”

Schell said he hopes this new group
of men will hold on to the reasons they
joined the fraternity throughout the
years.
The previous members of Phi Delta
Theta will be considered alumni in
good standing, but will not be involved
in rebuilding the chapter.
The fraternity intends on building a house in 2015 located next
to Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity’s
house. Plans for the house and information about the fraternity can
be found at www.phidelthouse.
com.
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the store, and is currently its most recent
loss, according to John Osborne, vice-president for Campus Services & Facilities.
Currently, no replacements have been
made.
When asked about Turner's termination,
Osborne said the store is in the middle of
making a shift.
“We are engaged in making some changes, but when we are through we think it will
be engaging for students,” he said.
Vice president for Auxiliary Services, Gary
Meszaros, will take over as interim director
for all three vacant positions at the store.

Because of a Human Resources rule,
Meszaros said he could not comment on
why Turner had been terminated.
Meszaros said he would hold the position only until a more permanent interim
director could be put in place.
All three former employees were with the
store as it made its transition from Garrett
Conference Center to the renovated Downing Student Union.
The store was the first to open in DSU
this past summer with a number of new
amenities, including an Apple tech lab and
Nike merchandise.
Turner joined the WKU Store as the director in January 2000, and Jackson joined in
2006, while Sears letter says he was with
WKU "over the last ten years."

Crime reports
• Columbus, Ohio, freshman
Spencer Larsen reported his earphones stolen from his dorm room
in Keen Hall on Feb 12. The estimated value of the stolen property
is $250.

$200.
• Police arrested Lewisport
freshman Taran Marvel for DUI
under 21 and possession of alcohol by a minor on State Colonnade Drive on Feb 15.

• Collierville, TN, freshman
Sara Kizer had the back window
of her vehicle broken in the College Heights Lot on Feb 14. The
estimated cost of the damage is

• Police arrested Brandon T.
Miles after observing him driving
carelessly on Chestnut Street on
Feb 15. He was determined to be
DUI of alcohol.

Visit wkuherald.com for an interactive crime map
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TWEETS
FROM
THE HILL
@nickobeazo: Is it frowned
upon to take a nap on one of
the couches at Mass Media?
#WKU
— Sent 12:42 PM/ 16 Feb 14

@Taylor_Johnson0: Big Red
just twerked on my face. I love
him so much!!! #WKU
#HomeAwayFromHome.
— Sent 12:36 AM/16 Feb 14

@JohnRoberts348: Just finished running 4 miles on campus. The hill on State street is
a great challenge! #hilltopper
#WKU
— Sent 11:42 AM/16 Feb 14

@Classof2013dtm: Last night
was so crazy...3 girls fell out a
window #RugbyHouse #WKU.
— Sent 10:48 AM/16 Feb 14

Don't let student jobs be the first to go
THE ISSUE: Kentucky House Bill 1,
which recently passed the Kentucky
House of Representatives, is seeking to
raise the minimum wage to $10.10 by
2016. If this measure passes, according
to a Herald article on Feb. 11, it will cost
the university about $421,000 the first
year. By the biennial's end, the measure will cost the university an added
$862,000.

house payments, paying off a car and
providing for a family.
Currently, both the U.S.’s and Kentucky’s minimum wages are set at $7.25
per hour, and they have been since July
24, 2009.
While it’s a definite improvement
from the previous amount, $7.25 is
clearly an unsatisfactory amount and
should change just like the economy
has changed.
So with that being said, we love the
idea of the minimum wage rising into
the double digits. In this tough economy,
even a little pay raise can go a long way for
a family that needs it — including those
of some WKU students and faculty.
We also acknowledge the negative effects this potential increase will have
on our school as a whole and at an individual level.
We must consider the potential
downside an increase of over $1 million might cost the university and its
students. Add this proposed increase
to the projected loss of $1.8 million
thanks to Beshear’s planned state-wide
cuts and you have some fiscal fidgeting
headed your way.
Full-time students currently pay
$8,722 in tuition and fees per school
year. With the financial stresses about

OUR STANCE: Should this increase in
minimum wage occur, it will inevitably affect WKU. We believe that should
cuts be made, administrators do not
look at student jobs and student workers as the most expendable jobs.

W

e work on campus for a reason
and that reason is because we
need to get by, too.
But in order to understand how this
minimum wage increase will affect us
in the future, we must understand past
minimum wage amounts.
According to the U.S. Department
of Labor, prior to July 24, 2007, the U.S.
minimum wage was only $5.15 per hour.
Yes, the value of money has definitely
changed in the last seven years, but we
still can’t believe that anyone was able
to thrive on that amount while making

to hit WKU, this amount would rocket
to $9,071.
For students, yet another tuition increase may cause financial stress, and
according to President Gary Ransdell,
even this increase couldn’t help solve
some of the budgetary troubles the
campus is experiencing.
This is where the issue of job-cutting
on campus comes in.
Ransdell has previously indicated
that he did not want to cut jobs in order
to pay for the increase that’s inevitably
coming. However, we wonder how feasible that really is.
Will some student workers be cut
because five employees perform the
same task? Will some student jobs be
cut altogether because they are seen as
unnecessary?
We believe these all to be valid questions,
because what may seem to be an unnecessary job to one may be a job which
brings home the bacon to to another.
In the end, we wonder how much
WKU students on payroll will have to
lose in order for Kentucky employees
to gain.

@AshleyLatham17: It's hard
to watch two games at once.
#WKU #BBN
— Sent 6:45 PM/16 Feb 14

@LaurenEileenC: Whoever
came up with the #WKU slogan "Never Say Never" needs
to have their job evaluated.
Might as well have Bieber's
face on your jersey
— Sent 5:46 PM/16 Feb 14

@SirBryson: Man why can't
WKU get @FOXSports1 it is
a must have for all sports
fans. Tired of missing out on
big games because of wku's
cheapness #WKU
— Sent 2:43 PM/16 Feb 14

This editorial represents the majority of the Herald's 9-member editorial
board.

HEALTH MATTERS

Your cravings could be your addiction
BY RYAN HUNTON
OPINION@WKUHERALD.COM

If you look at the list
of ingredients on the
label of a processed
food item, notice that
added sugar is usually
present in some form
— even in foods that
you would not think
HUNTON
call for sugar. Recent
studies have investigated whether excessive consumption of sugar causes
chronic disease to occur.
Karen Mason, WKU associate of Family and Consumer Sciences and registered dietitian, agrees that sugar consumption is a major problem among

Americans and students. As we get older, she said, we become less physically
active, our metabolism slows and, if we
consume a lot of sugar, we are more
likely to put on weight.
“Added sugars are empty calories,
and they are easy to over consume,”
Mason said. “A lot of students eat these
foods because they are cheap.”
The list includes cereals, breads, pastries, candy, salad dressings, juices, soft
drinks and sauces. Although many of
these foods contain little or no nutritional value, we eat these sugar-loaded
foods because they are what we are
accustomed to eating and because we
think they taste good.
Recent studies suggest that we may also
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eat them because of ‘sugar addiction.’
“I know people who really crave sugar,” Dr. Mason said. “It’s almost like …
it affects their food decisions. It gives
them a feeling of relaxation and comfort.”
Those who regularly eat and drink
processed food items underestimate
the amount of sugar that they consume
each day. Here are some tips to reduce
sugar intake:
1. Consider why you eat and drink.
Giving your body the nutrients and vitamins that it needs to maintain itself
each day is the main purpose of eating
and drinking. Make choices based on
this fact.
2. Become more sugar-aware. Reduce

CONTACT US
Advertising:
270.745.2653
advertising@wkuherald.com
Newsroom:
270.745.6011
news@wkuherald.com
Address: 1906 College
Heights Blvd. #11084,
Bowling Green, KY
42101-1084

REPORT AN ERROR
Editor: 270.745.5044
editor@wkuherald.com

the amount of sugar that you personally add to food and drink by checking
the labels on your juice and cereal.
3. Drink fewer sugary drinks. Mason
suggests drinking less soda, sweet tea,
Powerade and Gatorade and to drink
more water.
4. Eat fewer ‘concentrated sweets.’
Mason also said that cakes and pies
may satisfy your taste buds, but they do
not offer many nutrients.
5. Try healthier and more natural
sweets. Find new kinds of nuts and
fruits and keep them with you throughout your day.
Check out my column wkuherald.
com for links to videos and for more
about sugar and its effects.

VOICE YOUR OPINION
Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@wkuherald.com
The Herald encourages readers to
write letters and commentaries
on topics of public interest. Here
are a few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250
words. Commentaries should be
about 500 words and include a
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number, home
town and classification or title.

4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to
edit all letters for style, grammar,
length and clarity. The Herald
does NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received
by 7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO
NOT reflect those of Western
Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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THE FUN PAGE
ACROSS
1 Asian noodles
6 Quick looks
11 “The __”
Classified Sales Manager: Ashley Edwards
14 Poke __ in
advertising@wkuherald.com
15 Game console button
16 __ polloi
17 “Sommersby” actress
ELP
ANTED
19 1992 figure skating silver
medalist
WaterWorks Auto Wash
20 What “will be” will be?
is now hiring part-time help.
21 Actress Dolores __ Rio
Apply in-store at 763 Bakersfield Way or call
22 Post-blizzard creation
(270) 393-9904.
24 “The Federalist Papers”
co-writer
27 Part of UNLV
28 Shortcut, perhaps
33 Kobe’s home
36 Energy
37 Environmental sci.
LINE CLASSIFIEDS
38 Hosp. areas
start at $6 per issue
39 Freaked out
43 Org. for analysts
DISPLAY CLASSIFIEDS
44 Dickens clerk
start at $7.25 per issue
46 __ Aviv
47 Plant circulatory tissue
49 Measure used by
Email advertising@wkuherald.com
navigators
53 Some govt. lawyers
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please 54 Kind of memory
use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not 58 Golfer and his buddy, say
responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.
62 Barbecue item
63 Never, in Nuremberg
64 Trash holder
PREVIOUS CROSSWORD SOLUTION
65 Packaged produce buy,
and a literal description of
the ends of 17-, 28-, 39- and
49-Across
68 Word before or after blue
69 Paris pupil
70 Picture
71 “Mr. __ Passes By”: Milne
play
72 A.J. Foyt, e.g.
73 Flies alone
DOWN
1 Hindi for “king”

CLASSIFIEDS
H

W

Place a classified ad
in the Herald today!

2 Now, in Nicaragua
3 Surfing equipment
4 Ransom __ Olds
5 Locker room exchange
6 Opening words
7 Some RPI grads
8 Body shop figs.
9 Sharp
10 Easy pace
11 Playfully kooky
12 Minute amount
13 Utah national park
18 Crumbly cheese
23 Corduroy ridge
25 Biographer Tarbell
26 Extended short story

29 Singer/actress Peeples
30 Energize, with “up”
31 “Not a chance”
32 Character actor Jack
33 Doe in many films
34 Specialty
35 Lewis Carroll, for one
40 Non-Rx
41 Museum funding org.
42 Bookplate words
45 Educ. collaborators
48 As of now
50 Glucose, to fructose
51 Geese : gaggle : crows : __
52 Beatnik’s “Gotcha”
55 “Barry Lyndon” actor

56 Musical nickname related
to jewelry
57 Survey answers
58 Cook’s meas.
59 Collaborative Web project
60 Kunis of “Black Swan”
61 Corporate VIP
66 Holiday starter
67 Rock genre

HILLTOP HOROSCOPES
SCORPIO (Oct.
23-Nov. 21) -- You're
becoming more confident. Reject a farfetched scheme in favor
of a practical solution.
Use what you have to
achieve a dream. Travel
intrigues. Inspire, rather
than demanding or issuing orders. Soon the
whole neighborhood is
involved.

TAURUS (April
20-May 20) -- Rely on
your partners today and
tomorrow. Start a new
phase in your relationship. Compromise and
come to an agreement.
Support your friends.
Invest for success. Everything seems possible.
Affinity grows with kind
words.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21) -- Slow
down and consider options. Complete projects
now. Your sensitivity
richly flavors artistic
pursuits, writing and
music. Contemplation,
meditation and quiet
time reap rewards. Rejuice and your creativity
grows. Capture it by
recording.

GEMINI (May 21June 20) -- Concentrate
on your work today and
tomorrow. There's plenty
coming in! Get creative
with it. Provide great
service. Others appreciate the material you're
sending. Get something
you want for your home.
Relax afterwards.

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19) -- It could
get emotional over the
next two days. Travel's
favored, too, despite
strong feelings. Continue
with your planning. Accept more assignments.
Extra paperwork leads
to extra profits. The action is behind the scenes.

CANCER (June 21July 22) -- For the next
two days, you score big
with creative output.
Practice. It's getting fun!
There's more money
coming in. You have lots
of emotional support.
Provide love. Your credit
rating's going up. Invest
in your business.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20Feb. 18) -- Career matters claim your attention
today and tomorrow.
Committing and assuming more responsibility
brings peace of mind.
Your actions carry you
farther than imagined.
Keep the pedal to the
metal. Stock up on provisions for the future.

LEO (July 23-Aug.
22) -- Enforce household rules today and
tomorrow. It gets easier,
with practice. Accept
compliments graciously.
Get into practical and
domestic tasks. Clean
your workspace, and declutter. Learn from an
engineering type. Play
with long-range plans.

PISCES (Feb.
19-March 20) -- Rebellions flare up. Advance
your own agenda with
perfect timing. You're in
the groove. By now you
should know how much
you can spend. Keep
cash stashed away. Save
through private connections. Trust love.

VIRGO (Aug. 23Sept. 22) -- You can
learn what you need
today and tomorrow. Allow your dreams to run
wild. You're sharp as
a tack. Articulate your
vision. Step up communications, and get
the word out. It travels
farther than expected.

ARIES (March
21-April 19) -- You're in
the midst of a financial breakthrough,
with increasing value.
Stretch yourself mentally, and follow your
passion. Your mind
and heart agree. Don't
let this windfall slip
through your fingers,
and remember to say,
"Thanks".

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.
22) -- Focus on finances
for a few days. It can be
quite lucrative. Use your
cleverness. Expand your
idea base and find ways
to monetize them. You're
an inspiration to others.
Make long-term plans,
and share.
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ASK OUR TEAM FOR DETAILS
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WKU senior outfielder David Simmons leads the WKU baseball players in a team chant before the second inning of the game against Southern Illinois at Nick Denes Field
on Sunday. The Hilltoppers swept both games against SIU on Sunday and claimed the series 2-1.

HEAVY

HITTERS
PHOTOS BY TYLER ESSARY

WKU freshman catcher Hunter Wood practices swinging before the second inning
of the game against Southern Illinois.

Download our new

app on iTunes
and Google Play

A glove sits on the fence as the WKU baseball team warms up before the second inning during the game against Southern Illinois
at Nick Denes Field on Sunday.

Freshman right-handed pitcher Sam Melchoir, freshman catcher Hunter Wood and
junior right-handed pitcher Brandon Allen sit in the dugout before the second inning of the game against Southern Illinois.
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WKU community remembers exuberant leader
BY ANNA LAWSON
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM
Anyone who knew Carlton Jackson in
his 53 years on the Hill can attest to the
fact that he will be missed.
David Lee, dean of Potter College, will
remember Jackson as a strong voice
and leader.
“Carlton was larger than life in many
ways, and he leaves a tremendous legacy to this university,” Lee said.
Jackson started out as a passionate
journalist and also served a tour of duty
in the Air Force. He came to WKU in
1961 and worked in the history department. He also published many books
and earned the title of Distinguished
Professor of History.
Marion Lucas, a part-time history
professor, remembers Jackson’s passion for writing.
“I don’t think anybody will ever write
as much as he did," Lucas said. "I’m
sure he had a topic ready to go for another book. Once he finished one, he
was always looking for another topic to
write about.”
Most of Jackson’s life was devoted to
travel. He had been awarded four Fulbright grants to travel and had been to
Pakistan and Iran, among many other
places around the world.

Lucas said Jackson also had a passion
for language.
“When I came in to get interviewed
for the job, Daniel, his oldest son, came
into Carlton’s office, and they began a
German lesson," Lucas said. "He wanted to teach his son how to speak German. Carlton was determined. He was
a great linguist.”
Since that first day, Jackson and Lucas
developed a great friendship.
“He, along with a group of other colleagues, would go to Mariah’s every
Friday and talk about history over a few
beers," Lucas said. "I think those Friday afternoons are some of my favorite
memories.”
Jackson had a reputation among his
colleagues as being very hospitable
and welcoming to everyone.
“He was widely respected as a scholar
and writer," Lee said. "He had a special
skill with finding interesting stories and
telling them in ways that highlighted
their importance. He was a very social
colleague who was generous with hospitality and invited his department into
his home.”
While at WKU, Jackson was also the
President of the Association of American University Professors.
“Once you were his friend you were his
friend forever. He would help all his col-

David Lee, dean of Potter College

Carlton was larger than
life in many ways, and
he leaves a tremendous
legacy to this university.”
leagues,” Lucas said. “He was a campus
leader among the faculty. He worked to
have a say in faculty governments.”
Janet Haynes, the office associate for
the history department, also has fond
memories of Jackson.
“He never knew a stranger, and he
was always kind to everyone he met,”
she said.
He currently has a book in press at the
University Press of Kentucky
“Carlton was a very prolific writer
who produced numerous books during his career,” Lee said.
However, he was also very engaged in
his teaching and went the extra mile to
provide assistance to every student.
“He brought a high standard of excellence to the department in terms
of academics,” Lee said. “He was also
very social and engaging, and regularly
invited a large group of friends and department members to chili cookouts at

his home in Butler County.
“Carlton was a very colorful classroom teacher," Lee said. "He had been
lots of different places in the world. A
class with him was a very distinctive
experience. He liked to give and take.”
It isn't a secret that Jackson was a demanding teacher who expected a lot
from is students, but he gave just as
much back in return.
“He would tell his students that to
make an A they had to teach him,” Lucas said. “He really knew his Civil War,
so that was a tall order.
“He has taught and encouraged a lot
of students to go on and get doctorates
and really make something of themselves,” Lucas said.
Lee will remember Jackson as someone who reached out to those who were
not being heard or who were neglected.
“He'll be remembered as an excellent
writer with a gift for finding fascinating
stories about people or events that others had missed,” Lee said. “We aren't
just talking about some boring guy
here, he accomplished so much.”
Jackson will forever be regarded as a
strong leader and kind personality here
on the Hill.
“His legacy is with his students,
books, and teaching,” Lucas said. “That
is how he will always be remembered.”

Minimum wage increase in the works for servers
BY KAYLA BOYD
LIFE@WKUHERALD.COM

It’s an issue that hasn’t been addressed in the past 23 years. And to
waitress and WKU graduate Jessica
Ford, it won’t help the way everyone
thinks it will.
The issue at hand is minimum
wage for servers and waiters. The
national minimum wage for servers
sits uncomfortably low at $2.13 per
hour.
Waitresses are forced to live entirely
off tips, as their paycheck goes directly
to taxes.
“Most servers have to pay in at the
end of the year because that $2.13
doesn’t cover all of their taxes,” Ford
said. “We have to pay up to $500 at the
end of the year.”
An NPR article published on Feb. 11

stated that a bill Obama sponsored in
last month’s State of the Union address
would raise minimum wage for tipped
workers to $7.07 per hour.
According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the median income for food
and beverage serving workers was
$8.84 per hour in 2012.
For Bowling Green senior Sarah Ashby, it doesn’t pan out.
“I definitely live paycheck to paycheck,” she said. “I also live in a very
cheap apartment. If I lived in a regular
$250 a month apartment, I don’t know
that I could afford it.”
A server at Yuki Japanese Restaurant,
Ashby said an increase in minimum
wage for waiters would probably cause
privately owned restaurants to raise
menu prices or decrease kitchen workers' salaries to compensate.
“Bartenders get a percentage of our

Youth in Government group
wins national conference
BY JOHN CORUM
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Youth in Government
student organization may be newly
formed, but its accomplishments rival
those of even the most mature organizations on campus.
Last month, the club received the
chapter-of-the-year award at the National College Youth in Government Assembly.
Held over the course of five days in
Black Mountain, N.C., the assembly
replicated the real-world U.S. Congress,
Executive Branch and Supreme Court.
Louisville freshman Jody Dahmer,
founder of the WKU Youth in Government organization, said the WKU students who participated took on different roles during the conference.
“You can be a lawyer arguing before
the Supreme Court; you can be a senator or representative. The main point
is that you make laws and debate your
own ideas,” Dahmer said.
Faculty advisor Saundra Ardrey
said these activities help to fulfill the
role of college education in civic engagement.
“It lets students know some of the
issues that will be facing them legislatively, and it lets them know how to be
a part of the political process,” Ardrey
said.
The bills drafted by the delegates at
the conference are a part of the competition, but also serve a greater function.
If a bill gets signed into law by conference participants, it is sent to the national YMCA office, and then to a real

U.S. congressman.
“That’s not saying that it will get
passed by the actual U.S. Congress, but
it at least goes to committee, and that’s
something not many high school or
college kids are ever going to be able to
do on their own,” Dahmer said.
Despite being founded last September, the group was met with overwhelming success at the conference.
Dahmer said the victory was the product of its members’ character and work
ethic.
“I would say that the main reason
that we won was the fact that everyone
that I took to the conference, all sixteen
people from Western, they showed every standard of respect and responsibility,” he said. “And we prepared like
crazy, to tell you the truth.”
This preparation occurred alongside
the organization’s usual activities of
community outreach and fundraising,
Dahmer said.
“We really overworked ourselves,
but it paid off in the end,” he said.
The WKU Youth in Government organization plans to attend the 2015
conference. In the meantime, it remains optimistic about its trajectory.
“There’s nowhere to go but up. The
faculty’s been fantastic. What we’re trying to do is make this organization as
nationally renowned as the forensics
team is now,” Dahmer said. “When we
think of WKU, we think of the amazing
photojournalism department, or we
think of the amazing forensics team.
But I want our college Youth in Government chapter to be nationally renowned."

Visit our website

WKUHERALD.com
for breaking news and updates

Whitney Gutermuth, junior

Not everyone’s going to
be an excellent server, but
they could be having a bad
day. You never know.”
alcohol sales and regular wages plus
tips from the bar,” Ashby said. “I feel
they work less for more.”
Ford said an increased minimum
wage would probably make people
want to get a serving job, expecting more money. However, in Ford’s
experience, employee turnover is
small.
Servers usually have to tip out their
busers and bartenders too, Ford said.
Whitney Gutermuth, a Louisville

junior who works at Olive Garden with
Ford, said it’s very important to tip your
server when you dine out.
“We’ve taken gratuity off our checks
so large parties don’t always tip us because it isn’t included on their bill,”
Gutermuth said.
“I do live off my tips so sometimes I
have to cut back on my spending,” Ford
said.
When it comes down to it, even an
increase in minimum wage for servers
won’t put them on the same playing
field as other jobs with a higher minimum wage increase. Ashby, Gutermuth
and Ford all stressed the importance of
tipping your server.
“People need to be more considerate in general,” Gutermuth said. “Not
everyone’s going to be an excellent
server, but they could be having a bad
day. You never know.”
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Student Activities moves due to flood
BY TREY CRUMBIE
NEWS@WKUHERALD.COM

The Student Activities office will now be located in the
Garrett Ballroom until next semester.
The office moved after its
previous location, Room 13 in
Cravens Library, flooded due
to a heavy rainstorm that occurred on Feb. 4. Student Activities was slated to remain
in Cravens until DSU renovations were complete.
Stephanie Scott, office coordinator for Student Activities, said the staff reacted to
the move quickly.

“They were amazing,” Scott
said.
Scott said there was minor
floor damage and that those
affiliated with Student Activities knew Cravens was flood
prone during the initial movein. Because of this, those in the
office kept important materials away from the ground.
“We really didn’t lose anything that can’t be replaced,”
Scott said. “I think we did
pretty good under the circumstances.”
Sturgis senior Chris Hancock, an office worker, said the
move itself was untimely.
“It’s been a little bit of a

task,” Hancock said. “It’s kind
of inconvenient being that it
will be a temporary temporary
spot since Cravens was already
temporary.”
Scott said she hopes that
the new location will bring in
more students because it is
close to places to eat.
“Hopefully when students
come to eat, it would maybe
help pull some students up
so that they maybe find out
a little bit more about the activities and things that they
can get involved in, too,” she
said.
Scott has been looking on
the bright side of things since

SOFTBALL

Lady Toppers struggle to hit
at West Coast tournament
BY AUSTIN LANTER
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

The WKU Lady Topper softball
team traveled to California over the
weekend to compete in the Stacy
Winsberg Memorial Tournament and
returned with a pair of wins and a trio
of losses. In all three losses, the WKU
offense was shut down and shutout as
the team did not record a run in those
three games.
On the weekend, WKU (5-4-1)
faced a total of three opponents in five
games and all three of them, UC Davis, Robert Morris, and No. 13 UCLA,
shut the Lady Toppers out in one
game. However, the team was able
to get the best of both UC Davis and
Robert Morris once as they faced both
of those teams twice but only faced
the Bruins once.
In the three shutout losses, the
WKU offense only recorded eight total hits. Coach Amy Tudor contributed
this to a variety of reasons, including
the pitching by the opponents.
“I think that our pitch selection at
times wasn’t the best,” she said. “We
faced two quality pitchers in two of
the games against UCLA and Robert
Morris. Our adjustments at the plate
weren’t the best in those games either.”
The team started off the weekend
with a 2-0 loss to UC Davis on Friday.
However, later that afternoon, WKU
handed Robert Morris its first loss of
the season 7-2 when the offense exploded for 11 hits. Senior infielder Olivia Watkins went 4-for-4 in the game
with two runs while fellow senior infielder Amanda Thomas had three
hits and three RBI’s.
The offense kept going into the

COLUMN

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
the Jags' defense played tight;
it was as if an imaginary lid was
placed atop the basket. But
that’s not an excuse for what
happened on the opposite end
of the court.
It’s at this point in the season when a team finds out if
what it believes defines it really
does indeed identify it. Are you
confused yet?
It’s the nature of sports;

teams first game on Saturday, a rematch against UC Davis. WKU was
able to come from two runs down in
the last inning to force extra innings
before taking the game 9-8 in eight innings.
The Lady Toppers scored their nine
runs on 10 hits including the game
winner from freshman infielder Andie
Martin, her only hit of the game.
“That showed a lot of guts in the
team,” Tudor said. “It’s nice to see
them continue to fight throughout.
There were a lot of things that went
wrong in that game. We made a lot
of mistakes, both physical and mental. When the game was on the line
we had a few players come up with
clutch hits which is a good sign for
the future.”
Later that day, WKU had the task
of facing the 13th best team in the
nation in UCLA. Senior pitcher Emily Rousseau took the mound for the
team once again and was rattled early
by the Bruins as they scored all five of
their runs in the first three innings.
Rousseau settled down after that
and allowed no runs in the last three
innings of the contest, but the WKU
offense could not get going as the
team fell 5-0.
“They’re top notch,” Tudor said.
“I felt like after the first few innings,
Rousseau settled down and thought, ‘I
can compete with them.’ It was huge
for her. It was a good lesson for her to
learn early on.”
Robert Morris would get its revenge
on the Lady Toppers on Sunday with a
5-0 win to close out the tournament.
WKU will play its first home games
this weekend as they host the Hilltopper Spring Fling starting on Friday.

you’re going to win some, and
you’re going to lose some. It’s
the nature of how you lose
them that will define a team.
WKU lost a game Saturday night that wasn’t out of
its nature on one end of the
court. The Toppers’ second
half was as good as any half
of basketball they’ve played
all season.
“Let some of those go in, we
would’ve been fine,” coach Ray
Harper said after the game.
“We have to change that. We
have to be the same whether

CRENNEL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS
“Where I came from is not privileged
at all,” Crennel said, “But I have been
able to work my way up the ladder,
and get to a point where I have some
success in a profession I chose.”
He moved his way through the
ranks as a student-athlete on the Hill
in the late 1960’s, going from just a
partial scholarship to a full ride his
sophomore year and by his senior
season had reached the status of team
captain.
After serving as a graduate assistant for the football team after his 1969
senior season, Crennel was on the job
hunt.
“I was looking for jobs—I had interviewed at Owensboro High School,
and it looked like I was going to be a
high school football coach,” Crennel
said. “Then, I don’t know if you call it
fate or luck, but there was a defensive
coach on the staff that had decided
to leave coaching and go into private
business.”
Crennel earned the defensive line
coaching job at WKU for four years under Jimmy Feix.

BASEBALL

CONTINUED FROM A9

they rebounded Sunday taking both
games of the double header.
“I want them to continue to be who
they are,” Myers said. “Sometimes
when negative results happen like a
loss you sometimes change but they
didn’t. They came out and were lose
and had a good day."
WKU was able to take both games Sunday, but the first one didn’t start out as
planned. In the top of the first the Salukis
scored four runs on four hits putting the
Toppers and Austin Clay in a big hole.
But slowly, WKU fought its way back with
two solo home runs from Wofford and
another bomb from Wilcox.
The game ended 6-4 and after a
40-minute break, the two teams were
battling once again but this time it was
the Toppers that got off to a fast start.
WKU had three straight hits in the first
inning and took a one run lead early.
It was smooth sailing after that with sol-

BASKETBALL

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Through the first 25 games, the Toppers, for the most part, were able to get
stops when they needed them. They
boast the second best scoring defense
in the Sun Belt Conference.
Against South Alabama, however,
they couldn't muster up the defense
necessary to complete their comeback.
"We scored enough in the second
half to win the game," Harper said.
"We didn't get enough stops. We would
make a three, and then didn't find guys
out of our press. We didn't rotate back,
and boom, a three right back at us."
Fant said that South Alabama
needed to beat the Toppers to get to
the Sun Belt tournament. The Jaguars came to Diddle with a 1-10 Sun
Belt record and sat at the very bottom

those shots are going in or not.
It’s much easier to play if those
shots are going in.”
While the second half of
that game brought life back
into Diddle Arena, South Alabama had an answer for everything WKU threw its way.
While the Toppers upped
their field goal percentage
from 14 percent in the first half
to 46 percent in the second
half, the Jaguars upped the
anti, going from 29 percent to
51 percent.
“They wanted it more than

From 1975-80, Crennel worked for
other college football teams before a
friend and colleague he had met at
Texas Tech named Bill Parcells would
help get him an interview with the New
York Giants.
Since then, he has coached in
the league since and his accolades
include but are not limited to four
Super Bowl appearances, three Super Bowl wins with the New England
Patriots, and a 2003 Pro-Football
Writers assistant coach of the year
award.
Something very important to
Crennel is not to only represent
those who came before him, but
to represent future generations as
well.
“I also made a commitment to
represent those young people that
are coming behind me,” Crennel
said. “In the world I grew up in,
black people were almost looked at
as second class citizens, we weren't
supposed to know much and we
weren't supposed to be able to do
much.
“So, when you were given a chance,
the way that you did your job made a
difference to the next guy who might
get that job.”

the move.
“We’re just trying to turn
lemons into lemonade,” she
said.
The new space does allow
people to have more elbow
room, said Hancock.
“In Cravens, everybody was
in one consolidated spot and
it’s kind of a lot more spread
out here,” Hancock said.
The Student Activities office
will move into DSU over the
summer, while the ballroom
in Garrett will be occupied by
another campus entity.
This is not the first time
Cravens has experienced
flooding. A rainstorm in 2011

caused several department
staffs housed in the building to
relocate to Tate Page Hall.
John Osborne, vice president for campus services and
facilities, said Room 13 of
Cravens will still be utilized in
some capacity.
“WKU will be attempting
to restore the space in a useful fashion for storage in the
future with the understanding that, from time to time, it’s
going to be flooded," he said.
"We have to take all the necessary precautions and preparations because we do not think
there is an affordable repair
possible.”

id pitching from Thompson ,and quality
work out of the bullpen by sophomore
Jackson Sowell and freshman Sam Higgs
assured that WKU would win the weekend series with a 6-1 final score.
As much as the pitching and defense
won the games for the Toppers, the offense came to play Sunday scoring six
runs in both games. WKU had four
leadoff home runs Sunday and several players batting above .500. Sunday marked the first time since March
16 of last season where WKU has won
both games of the double header. The
Toppers have now won their seasonopening three-game series six times in
the past eight seasons.
“These guys battle,” junior first basemen Ryan Church said. “Our heads
were down Saturday but were confident
in ourselves, confident in our team and
the guy next to you. Not letting down
the guy next to you is our motto."
After today’s game at Belmont, WKU
will host another weekend series at Nick
Denes field against UNC-Asheville.
of the conference. A loss would have
eliminated them from postseason
contention.
"I feel like they came, and as bad as
is it is to say, they wanted it more," Fant
said. "They got all of the 50-50 balls, all
of the extra rebounds. We slipped up
and it's a tough pill to swallow, but we
have to bounce back."
Bouncing back is something the Toppers have proven capable of this season.
They've lost two-straight games
just once this season—a home stand
early in January against Georgia State
and Arkansas Little-Rock—and they
bounced back with six-straight wins
directly after that.
They will get a chance to bounce
back again at home this Saturday
against ULM, a team they handled decidedly in Monroe, La. 69-51, Jan. 23.
From there, WKU embarks on a Texas
road swing against Texas State and UT
Arlington.

us,” senior guard Brandon Harris said. “We tried to kick it in
there in spurts, but you can’t
start 25 minutes into the game
and expect to just pull it off,
it doesn’t happen that way all
the time. You can’t just expect
a miracle all the time. You have
to make stuff happen, and we
didn’t.”
Harris’ ‘miracle’ statement
may have epitomized what
WKU basketball has been this
year. They haven’t been lucky
and pulled out miracles per
se, they have just found ways

to get out of a first-half funk
and turn it into something
special that vaguely demands
the same reaction of a miracle.
There was a point in the
game Saturday night where
that same, bad basketball showed up, and people
thought in the back of their
minds that somehow, some
way, the Toppers would pull
out a win.
But time ran out for WKU,
and talent worked harder than
the hard workers.
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Toppers sweep series in opening weekend, head to Belmont
BY BILLY RUTLEDGE
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
After one rain delay, 22 runs, 20 pitchers and 42 hits, opening weekend has
come and gone. The Toppers hosted
the Southern Illinois Salukis this weekend and after losing on opening day,
were able to win both games of a double header on Sunday.
The Toppers (2-1) hope to carry their
momentum over into a one game trip
to Nashville today against Belmont at
4:00 p.m. The Bruins boast major talent in their bullpen. Junior Dan Ludwig
was named College Sports Madness’
preseason pitcher of the year and Austin Coley as the Ohio Valley Conference
Pitcher of the Year. The Bruins (2-1) just
won their own home-opening series
against Bowling Green State.
The series began on a sour note for the
Toppers as they dropped the first game
of the series in a heartbreaker. With a 2-1
lead heading into the 8th inning, the Salukis scored twice off three hits and were
able to hold on for the 3-2 victory.
That game marked the 40th onerun game in the Myers era. WKU’s 20
games decided by one run in 2013 tied
a program record last year. The Toppers
are now 10-18 in their past 28 one run

games after this weekend.
Myers said pulling out the close victory was a testament to the team's solid
pitching.
“I was sitting there in the ninth inning
saying here we are again,” Myers said. “It’s
a sign pitching will always be a strength of
ours and as long as we can pitch and play
defense were going to be in games like
that. We’re not afraid to be in any close
games since we’re in so many.”
Strong pitching and solid defense is
exactly what kept the Toppers in all
three games. All three starters, seniors
Justin Hageman, Austin Clay and Jake
Thompson, had good outings and put
their team in position to win down the
stretch.
The starters combined to give up only
five earned runs and struck out 15 batters. Take away Clay’s first inning where
he gave up four earned, and that’s 16 innings of giving up one run. A huge part
in that was Thompson’s performance
Sunday as he didn’t give up a hit until
midway through the fifth inning.
The defense for the Toppers delivered just as expected, making several
plays to keep the team in it. On multiple occasions middle infielders Scott
Wilcox and Cody Wofford made diving
stops and turned several double plays

WKU freshman outfielder Trevor Lowe safely slides into home plate as Southern Illinois freshman catcher Nick Rybarczyk fails to tag him out during the second inning
of the second game at Nick Denes field on Sunday, Feb. 16. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD
throughout the series. WKU only had
four errors compared to Southern Illinois’s seven. Defense has always been
a staple of WKU baseball and it will
continue to be if they can keep up this
production.

“The whole team battled, made great
plays behind me, kept balls in the infield and made outs.” Hageman said.
But the Toppers didn’t let the loss Saturday keep them down for too long as
SEE BASEBALL PAGE A8

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Toppers get back on track with pair of victories
BY KYLE WILLIAMS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The Lady Toppers are 10 days removed
from their third straight loss. Since then,
WKU (16-8, 8-5 Sun Belt Conference)
has notched two consecutive victories
over Troy and South Alabama by an average of 26.5 points and owns the best
overall record in the Sun Belt.
The remedy for the Lady Toppers’
recent success has been sound, tactical defense on one end and crisp ball
movement on the other, which led to
strong starts in both victories.
Saturday, the Lady Toppers opened
on a 26-9 run and trailed for a total of
50 seconds of their 81-55 trouncing of
South Alabama. WKU assisted on 21
of its 30 made baskets and held the
Jaguars to a 37-percent shooting clip.

It was the first time WKU had beaten
South Alabama in the last five attempts.
“It’s kind of like that saying ‘get the
monkey off of your back,'” Coach Michelle Clark-Heard said. “To be able
to finally to beat them; they’ve been a
thorn in our side since I came here.”
Three days before, WKU trailed Troy
13-11 six minutes into their matchup
on Wednesday before using a 17-0 run
to build a comfortable lead. The Lady
Toppers won 93-66 and held the Trojans to just 38 percent shooting while
forcing 24 turnovers.
With just five games remaining on
the Lady Toppers’ regular-season
schedule, senior guard Bianca McGee
knew the team had to reverse its losing
spell with wins against Troy and South
Alabama.
“No one wants to lose,” McGee said.

“Coming off a three-game losing streak,
we just got in the gym, practiced hard,
listened to what the coaches said, executed defensively first and had fun on
offense. It worked out well for us.”
McGee tallied an effective 17 points
on five-of-10 shooting from behind the
three-point line and four rebounds in
the Lady Toppers’ rout of South Alabama, which is music to Coach Michelle Clark-Heard’s ears.
“I’m super happy for her,” ClarkHeard said. “Because she’s been really working…this was a huge game
for her to step up for us and be able to
make those threes. She just continued
to keep having confidence. She knew
eventually they were going to fall."
Another Lady Topper factoring into
the team’s play is redshirt freshman
guard Kendall Noble, according to

Clark-Heard. Noble has averaged 19
points, 6.5 rebounds, five assists and
seven steals in the last two games.
“She’s really a unique player because
she’s very deceiving,” Clark-Heard said.
“She has great hands…I think she kind
of lulls you to sleep and then she goes
to get it. She’s been huge for us.”
Noble may have said it best — when
the Lady Toppers are active on defense
and share the ball on offense, the game
becomes easier and thus, more fun.
“It’s always fun when everyone is getting
involved,” Noble said. “It’s always fun
when you’re knocking down threes, too.”
WKU will look to extend its current
win streak against Louisiana-Monroe
in Diddle Arena on Saturday. Junior forward Chastity Gooch scored a careerhigh 31 points to lead the Lady Toppers
to a 77-73 victory at ULM on Jan. 22.
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South Alabama

Stunner

In a rare event,
the Toppers were
out-worked
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Some days you’re the bird and
other days you’re the statue. Some
days you hit and
some days you miss.
Hard work beats
talent when talent
doesn’t work hard.
I’m not going to
sit here and write
all the clichés that
come to mind when
PRATT
you think of reasons
Sports
for why a team fails,
Editor
but if the shoe fits…
okay, I’ll stop.
In the case of Saturday night, the
Toppers didn’t hit anything. Someone forgot to tell South Alabama
that it had the worst record in the
Sun Belt Conference due to talent
not working hard, and someone
forgot to tell WKU it was the league’s
second-best team because of its
hard work.
But someone flipped that script,
and the Toppers transformed from
a bird to a statue.
In some supernatural sense
from the SunBelt powers, it may
have been meant for the Toppers to

George Fant, junior forward

I feel like they came, and as
bad as it is to say, [South
Alabama] wanted it more...
We slipped up and it’s a
tough pill to swallow, but
we have to bounce back.”

WKU junior forward George Fant (44) takes a shot over South Alabama forwards Mychal Ammons (13) and Augustine Rubit (21) during the first half of Saturday's game against South Alabama at Diddle Arena. The Toppers lost to
the Jaguars 69-62. AUSTIN ANTHONY/HERALD

WKU drops ball against Jaguars
BY TYLER LASHBROOK
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
WKU’s recent home loss against
South Alabama was unlike any of
its other nine losses.
“It looked like (South Alabama)
wanted to win the basketball game
more than we did,” Coach Ray
Harper said.
Senior guard Brandon Harris
said “it was terrible” that the Jaguars wanted it more.
“You all see how we played when

we made the run when I was here
and the year before that. You stop
people; you play harder than people- that's how we always win. We
didn't do that today. We tried to kick
it in there in spurts, but you can't
start 25 minutes into the game and
expect to pull it off. It doesn't happen that way all the time. You can't
expect a miracle all of the time, you
have to make things happen.”
But WKU has a week to put the
loss behind them in preparation
for Louisiana-Monroe Saturday in

Diddle Arena.
“Any time you have a week off it’s
definitely going to be good,” junior
guard George Fant said. “I think
we’ll come back hungrier than ever
and we’ll be ready to go.”
On Saturday, the Toppers tried
to make it happen: they cut a
19-point second-half deficit to six.
But it was too late.
“If you're going to come back
from a deficit, you have to make
stops, and we couldn't get a stop,”
Harper said.

SEE BASKETBALL PAGE A8

fall. Just minutes after tip in Diddle
Saturday night, Troy – yes, the same
Phil Cunningham Trojans that
couldn’t touch WKU last Thursday –
upset Georgia State for its first Sun
Belt loss of the year.
Had the Trojans fit to convention
and lost to the league’s best team,
and had WKU also fit that idea and
beat the league’s worst team, everything would have been fine and
dandy for the Toppers to lock up a
spot in the tournament.
“We knew coming in that they
needed this game, mathematically,
to get to the conference tournament,” junior forward George Fant
said. “I feel like they came, and as
bad as it is to say, they wanted it
more. They got all of the 50/50 balls,
all of the extra rebounds. We slipped
up and it’s a tough pill to swallow,
but we have to bounce back.”
It was nearly comical to see how
often the ball would bounce around
the rim and not go in. It wasn’t that
SEE COLUMN PAGE A8

Crennel influenced by
leaders in journey to NFL
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
There are certain figures in history
that serve as a light to people, forging on progressively into future generations. These leaders cast a shadow
through their behaviors and actions
and are able to influence the world.
The shadows of Muhammed Ali, Nelson Mandela, and Martin Luther King
Jr. are all influences on WKU alumnus
Romeo Crennel.
Crennel, the current defensive coordinator for the NFL’s Houston Texans,
spoke at the Downing Student Union
Thursday in honor of Black History
Month.
In introducing Crennel, President
Gary Ransdell urged those in attendance not to focus on his career escalades, but rather his reflection of character and leadership as a human being.
“I’ve known Romeo and his family for years now, and I consider them
family friends,” Ransdell said. “He is a
man who knows the value of honesty, a
hard days work. He leads by example.”
As the first African-American coach
in WKU history, Crennel had lots to
bring to the table in regards to AfricanAmerican history.

“As the first black coach at Western,
if I would have screwed that up, there
probably wouldn’t have been many
black coaches any time soon,” Crennel
said.
“As I go through this—life and my
experiences, I always remember there
are people who made sacrifices for me
to be able to stand here today,” Crennel
said.
“Many I don’t know—in fact most I
don’t know, but they made a sacrifice
to allow me to be here. Some sacrificed
their lives to make this world better,
so I’ve always felt an obligation to represent those people that make sacrifices for me, even though I didn’t know
them.”
Crennel is in likeness of his role
models in that they too set milestones
for African-Americans in their respective fields, which is why lecture committee chair Lyndsey Pender said it was
good for Crennel to share his story with
students at WKU.
“We want our speakers to tell a
story, to educate, to send a message,
and to encourage, which is something
that Romeo was able to do in being an
NFL football coach and the first African-American coach in WKU history,”
Pender said.

The Houston Texans defensive coordinator and WKU alumnus, Romeo Crennel,
speaks to students about race and adversity in honor of Black History Month at
Downing Student Union on Thursday. Crennel has been an NFL coach for six different teams throughout his career, including three Super Bowl championship teams
with the New England Patriots. IAN MAULE/HERALD
Crennel knew very early on that the
first step to representing the likes of Ali,
Mandela and King was to get a college
education.
“I knew if I could get a scholarship,
it would help my parents out, and take
the load off their shoulders,” Crennel
said.
Yet, Crennel said after trying “white

schools, black schools and even junior
colleges” he wasn’t having any luck.
One of Crennel’s high school friends
convinced him to try to walk on at
WKU, and said that he thought Crennel
could make it. So after graduating from
Fort Knox High School, Crennel packed
up and moved to Bowling Green.
SEE CRENNEL PAGE A8

